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IIt’s springtime again, and another busy and 
fast summer is on the way. I am reminded 
that one of our former employees always 
said, “Around here, it is always winter or 
summer.” It seems to me that he was right. 

With the arrival of summer, many folks 
typically have a list of projects that needs 
to be completed before the season ends. 
This list may involve potential contact 
with electric utility equipment, and that 
can create a dangerous situation. I want to 
take this opportunity to remind everyone 
to pay attention to where you are and 
what you are doing around electricity 
so that you stay safe. Here are a few ex-
amples of situations that come to mind. 

If you irrigate your lawn with an electric 
water pump, putting that electric water 
pump in the ditch this summer and hook-
ing up the wiring can lead to danger. Be 
sure to keep the electrical breaker off 
until wiring is complete and you are in the 
clear, then the breaker can be turned on. 
Remember, electricity and water do not 
mix.

If you take a notion to remove old 
branches and leaves from your roof 
this spring or if you plan to install a roof 
antenna, be mindful of the electric wiring 
that brings service into your home. Over-
head service wires carry high voltage, and 
contact with ladders, hand tools, antennas 
or your body must be avoided. Electrical 
contact can cause severe burns and falls. 
In some cases, it can be fatal. Always know 
where you are, and remember to look up 
for safety.

Many residences and businesses receive 
electric service from electric lines that 
are buried underground. These wires also 
carry high voltage and can be deadly if 

precautions are not taken. This means 
that if you or someone you know is 
thinking about building a fence that 
requires setting posts, it is extremely 
important to have the electric line located 
to avoid contact with digging tools. To be 
safe, please call 800-922-1987 and request 
an underground line locate. Remember, 
digging bars, shovels, posthole digging 
equipment and electricity are a danger-
ous combination. Accidental contact with 
high-voltage underground lines can be 
deadly. 

Spring and summer are also that time 
of year when we enjoy outside activi-
ties that make us forget about the cold 
winter that we just went through. Kite 
flying comes to mind, and yes, even fun 
things can be potentially dangerous when 
dealing with overhead power lines. The 
rule for safety is simple: Do not fly kites 
around overhead power lines. If you can 
see power lines from where you are plan-
ning to fly a kite, you are probably not far 
enough away. Be aware that kites will drift 
with the wind. Electricity always looks for 
the shortest path to ground, and moist 
or dirty kite strings can provide that path. 
Obviously, these are just a few things to 
consider as we work and enjoy our spring 
and summer season. 

Gunnison County Electric Association 
is always available to talk about electrical 
safety and can present demonstrations 
that teach as well. Your rural electric 
cooperative is just a phone call away at 
970-641-3520. As member-owners, you 
are always invited and encouraged to use 
this free and informative service. Electrical 
safety is everyone’s business. Please be 
safe, and enjoy your summer.

SUMMERTIME SAFETY
DAN MCDONOUGH || MEMBER SERVICES SUPERVISOR AND SAFETY DIRECTOR 
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KEEP YOUR CO-OP UP TO DATE

Please help us help you!
Attention GCEA member: It is important to keep your member 
information up to date so the member services team can ensure the 
best member service possible. Having your current information on 
file increases GCEA’s ability to reach you with important information 
pertaining to your electric account. 

Items to keep up to date:
- Adding someone to your account
- Phone numbers
- Mailing address
- Email address
- Bank account or credit card information

Contact member services at 970-641-3520 to update any  
outdated information.

“Like us” on facebook 
Check out our facebook page for events at GCEA, 
energy efficiency tips, safety tips and so much more. 
“Like us” at Gunnison County Electric Association.  

Member Relations Supervisor Dan McDonough 
and Marketing and Communications Assistant 
Logann Long each won recent Colorado Country 
Life awards for their individual contributions 
to the October issue of Colorado Country Life 
magazine. Dan won first place for his article 
What is RESAP? and Logann won first place 
for best newsletter photo of lineman Dustin 
Cadwell performing a pole top rescue during a 
safety training last fall. 

Congratulations!
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EXCITING NEWS!

Recently, GCEA cut its Green Power price by 50 percent!

GCEA offers members a choice to buy green power to offset their us-
age and support renewable energy for an additional cost of only  
12 cents per 100 kilowatt-hour block! 

The average home in our service area uses 700 kWhs per month. Seven 
blocks of green power adds only 84 cents to your power bill each 
month. You can also choose the 100-percent offset option and buy 
just enough green power to offset your actual usage each month. 

GCEA offers a much lower price than other programs.

Join over 300 GCEA members in the Green Power program.

For more information on the Green Power program, please call GCEA 
at 970-641-3520.

MAKE A CHANGE WITH 
A LITTLE CHANGE!

MARATHON WATER HEATER REBATE 
A LIFETIME SOLUTION
Because the Marathon tank is warranted not to leak for as long as you own your home, it could be the 
last water heater you need to buy! And with its superior dependability and efficiency, Marathon truly 
can provide hot water for life. 

GOING THE DISTANCE
- High efficiency
- Lifetime tank warranty
- Nonmetallic tank
- Easy installation and service

THE MOST ENERGY EFFICIENT IN ITS CLASS

PURCHASE YOUR MARATHON TODAY FROM GCEA  —  RECEIVE A $70 REBATE!

Energy Efficiency Tips of the Month
The return of warm, sunny days means line drying 
clothes outside again to avoid paying the electric 
bill for running your clothes dryer. 

Ceiling fans that rotate counterclockwise in the 
summer circulate air in your home. The air move-
ment can make it feel up to 4 degrees cooler than 
the actual air temperature in the room.
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Jeff Hanggi — Crested Butte Working Foreman, 21 years
Vic Dean — Meter Reader / AMR Technician, 14 years
Jo Anne Bateman — Accounting Assistant, 7 years
Logann Long — Marketing and Communications Assistant, 3 years

EMPLOYEE 
ANNIVERSARIES

CONGRATULATIONS, 
CLASS OF 2017


